G3: 4.4.e. Increase eelgrass beds in Puget
Sound from 22,600 to 23,730 hectares by 2016
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Why is Eelgrass Restoration Critical to
Puget Sound Recovery?

Habitat Ecosystem Services
v" Juvenile salmon v" Nearshore stabilization
v Dungeness crab v' Carbon sequestration
v Pacific herring v' Ocean acidification
v’ Waterfowl v Water filtration
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Eelgrass Stressors

Physical Impacts Physiological Impacts
- construction - light limitation
- groundings - toxicity
- disease

Unimpacted Impacted
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What is the Status of the Eelgrass
Recovery Target?

2020 Target

2016 Target
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Specific & Regional Trends

Long-term:
More sites with

eelgrass area

Recent:
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DNR Efforts

Impact Avoidance
Stressor Response Program
Transplant Suitability Model

Strategic Transplants
— State & Federal ($2.3 M)

* Port Angeles

© Eelgrass transplant site

¢ Seattle
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Who is Involved in Eelgrass
Recovery Planning?

Washington State Department of PUG ETSOU N D A A ;; \"’
c / WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF

Z, A \
/l’ Health @F PARTNERSHIP ASSOCIATION EN@4 Natural Resources

CiTiES

[ T

SKOKOMISH

@

D) 2,
Samish

Tribal Nation

Pacific Northwest . .
Lummi Nation

Lhagq temish )\ & 4
( ’ {-.y.(.- o the Sea \gg/
- Taylor
wShellfish

Washington State

Association of Counties

PUGET [

N ©18]\\) Il SOUNDKEEPER®

ALLIANCE

DEPARTMENT OF

ECOLOGY

State of Washington

INSTITUTE

87
\, WASHINGTOMN STATE DEPARTMENT OF
LA Natural Resources
L 4

www.dnr.wa.gov



Recovery Strategy Recommendations

Conservation

Impact reduction ﬁ
Eelgrass
Protected
No net loss ﬁ

Stressor
reduction

Overwater structure _»
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Building Off Recent Success:
Skokomish Delta

Pre-2005
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Skokomish Delta Eelgrass Recovery

2005 2013

2005 < 2013
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Where Should We
Focus Recovery
Efforts?
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Where is Assistance Needed to Meet
the Eelgrass Recovery Target?

Elevate Research Needs

A Ciritical stressor-response
relationships

Ensure Coordination &

Commitment

d Concentrated investments
within priority areas

Secure Funding

d Strategic plan positions
partners for success

7

7
\, WASHINGTOMN STATE DEPARTMENT OF
!.A Natural Resources
L 4

www.dnr.wa.gov



Questions?

DOCK

PHOTIC

i NEARSHORE
:
:

Megan Duffy — megan.duffy@dnr.wa.gov OFFSHORE
Jeff Gaeckle - jeff.gaeckle@dnr.wa.gov
Matt Goehring — matt.goehring@dnr.wa.gov
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