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2.1 Increase improved shellfish classification acreage in Puget
Sound from net increase of 3,038 acres from 2007-13 to net
increase of 8,614 acres by 2016
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The Washington State Department of Health
regularly monitors water quality and
shoreline pollution sources and uses strict
standards to assure that shellfish are safe to
eat.

Harvest areas are "classified" based on water
quality conditions in the area. Classifications
include:

144,554 acres "Approved" (green on
map) – Open to harvest.

10,655 acres "Conditionally Approved"
(yellow on map) – Open to harvest except
during specific pollution events.

35,783 acres "Prohibited" (red on map) –
Closed to harvest.

How are we Doing:

• There has been an improving water quality trend in shellfish harvesting since the late-1990s,
including a net improvement of 3,038 acres since 2007. 
• No other state has accomplished this level of restoration in shellfish beds. 
• The number of areas "threatened" with a classification downgrade due to water quality has
declined since 2005 due to pollution correction activities by many partners; however, we are
currently seeking an increase in "threatened" shellfish growing areas in Puget Sound.
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In 2011 about 4,000 acres were downgraded in Samish Bay due to water quality issues. While
water quality has improved, we are still not meeting the standard that will upgrade the
classification of the area. Water quality improvement in Samish Bay is a high priority for the
state. If Samish Bay is not reopened, the state will not meet its 2016 target.
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Marine water quality in Whatcom County's Portage Bay Shellfish Growing Area is not
meeting the standard. Between 200 and 1,000 acres will be downgraded at the end of 2014.
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What are we Working on:

We are investing in our local communities. Since 2012 we have awarded over $14 milliion in
federal funds (National Estuary Program) for agricultural best management practices, pollution
identification and correction programs, and on-site sewage system maintenance and
operations programs.
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We are preventing shellfish bed downgrades. We evaluate all commercial shellfish growing
areas each year, identify the areas that are "threatened" with closure due to pollution, and
implement coordinated projects with our partners to correct pollution problems.

We are using technology to become more transparent with our data so others can evaluate
current water quality conditions and respond appropriately. Visit:
https://fortress.wa.gov/doh/eh/maps/OSWPViewer/index.html

Biggest Challenges Remaining:

Insufficient farm waste management in
some counties.

Lack of sustainable local nonpoint pollution
programs.

Difficulty managing on-site sewage system
management and repair programs.

Lack of political support for program
implementation

Inconsistent property owner cooperation.
Wastewater treatment plant outfalls to

Puget Sound.
Limited control of boaters' waste.
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Barriers to Potential Improvements
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